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FAQ: Releasing KNIME Analytics Platform
more frequently

We are providing two release lines now:

• 6 weekly: Standard releases, new versions coming every 6 weeks with the latest

features

• 6 monthly: LTS releases, providing long term support but updated much less frequently.

Same cadence as previous KNIME AP releases.

General Understanding

What is the difference between standard releases and LTS releases?

The new standard release line provides users with the latest features and improvements by

issuing new releases every 6 weeks. This is a rolling release, meaning we will integrate new

features as well as bug fixes and security updates in the next standard release, which is

always around the corner.

For those who cannot update frequently, we offer LTS (Long-Term Support) releases. For

these releases we provide bug fixes and security updates for 2 years. However, LTS releases

do not receive new features during this support period but will receive the latest features with

the next LTS.

Why do we offer both standard and LTS versions of KNIME AP?

Our new standard releases are the new default download of KNIME AP, as well as the

backend for our Community Hub’s execution and workflow editing in the browser. They are

updated frequently, bringing new features as well as fixes to users quickly.

LTS releases target enterprises who have slower rollout processes due to manual overhead.

How often are standard and LTS versions released?

• Standard releases: every 6 weeks

• LTS releases: every 6 months
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Support & Maintenance

How long is support provided for a standard release?

Each standard release is supported until the next release is available, which will usually be 6

weeks.

How long is support provided for an LTS release?

LTS releases are supported for 2 years, with regular updates for bugs and security.

What kind of support is given for standard vs LTS releases?

• Standard releases: Only critical bug and vulnerability fixes will be provided; other fixes

will be in the next release.

• LTS releases: Bug fixes and security updates for the entire 2-year lifecycle.

Use Case & Recommendation

Which type of release should I choose for production?

Both release types are production-quality. Choose standard if you want the latest features

every 6 weeks and can update regularly. Choose LTS if updates involve manual verification or

you prefer less frequent updates.

Is it safe to use standard releases in a production environment?

Yes. Standard releases are meant to be used in production. For instance, we always use the

latest standard release as KNIME Community Hub executors. However, remember that they

will receive updates every 6 weeks.

Are there any drawbacks to using LTS?

You will not get immediate access to the latest features.
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Business Hub

Can I prevent standard releases from accessing my KNIME Business Hub?

Yes, we plan to integrate a version selection that will define which Analytics Platform

versions are allowed to connect to your KNIME Business Hub.

Can I prevent my employees from using the standard release?

Not directly, as the standard release is free and can be downloaded from the web. But you

can:

• a) only provide the LTS releases in your internal software registry and

• b) lock your Business Hub to prevent connections from non-LTS AP versions, as

mentioned above.

What does that mean for Hub Executors?

You have full control over which executors are available in your Business Hub. So you can

have dedicated executors using LTS and standard releases so that you can run both side by

side.

Most probably you want to add an executor with the latest AP version so that workflows that

get uploaded from users using the latest AP release can use the latest features also in

deployments.

If my company provides software downloads from a central registry, how will
that work with standard releases?

Most companies will probably perform manual validation of all software packages they put

into their central registry, so a 6-weekly update cadence might be too much work to stay up

to date. In this case, it probably makes sense to stick to LTS releases.

If you are willing to update every 6 weeks though, feel free to put every new standard release

into your software repository to give everyone in the organization access to the latest

features.
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Upgrades & Transitions

Can I switch between standard and LTS versions easily?

You can switch from LTS to the standard release line to get access to the latest features by

adding the “Latest” update site to your KNIME AP installation. From then on you will get

updates for each standard release. But be warned: you cannot go back from standard to LTS

easily.

Switching from the standard release line to the LTS release line is not recommended.

Instead, you could simply install both a standard and an LTS version side-to-side to get long

term support in the LTS and all the latest features in the standard version.

What is the upgrade path between standard releases?

You will receive offers within the Analytics Platform every 6 weeks to stay on a supported

version, often with incremental changes.

What happens when a standard release reaches end of life?

End of life of a standard release is defined by the release of the next standard release. At that

time you will be offered updates to the latest standard release. We recommend you always

stay up to date and perform these updates.

Will my existing project from a standard release be compatible with the next
LTS?

Yes. We always ensure that newly released versions are fully backwards compatible to older

versions, and as LTS releases are derived from the standard release line they include all

features of standard releases of the past and are fully compatible.

Features & Stability

Do standard releases contain newer features than LTS?

Yes, our standard releases always include the most recent features and improvements.

These features will also end up in the next LTS, even though that might be a few months

away.
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Is a standard release less stable than LTS?

Standard releases undergo full QA every 6 weeks and we use them as executor images for

our Community Hub, but as LTS is based on an existing standard release it has already been

tested for a longer period.

Do LTS releases include all features of previous standard releases?

Yes, we always derive an LTS release from the last released standard version so it has all the

features plus maybe a bugfix or security update more than the last standard release.

Are experimental features included in standard releases?

Sometimes. Standard releases can include features which are still under evaluation or active

development so that users can try them out early. However, these new features will be hidden

behind feature flags and need to be enabled to become active.

Extension Development

I maintain a community/partner extension. Do I need to release every 6 weeks?

You don’t have to release every 6 weeks, but you can.

What you need to do is to make sure that the lower and upper version bounds of your

extension’s dependencies to KNIME plugins allow your extension to work with newer KNIME

versions. So e.g. set your version bounds to allow from KNIME AP 5.6 to 6.0.

There is a build job set up for these already (called “Latest”).

Can a community extension depend on features in the latest standard release?

Yes, by depending on the respective KNIME plugins in the latest version (e.g. in 5.6).

Will LTS users be able to use my extension?

Yes. For LTS versions we will set up dedicated update sites and build jobs, so users will be

able to use (older) versions of the extension from the respective update site for their KNIME

AP version. They might not be able to access the latest features though, if these features

were added in standard releases since the last LTS release.
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